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apprentices should see   forests   on   the   Continent   which   had   been   scientifically
managed for several generations, which was not the case in India,
12th January—Ike Commission at Calcutta
From Shillons the members of the Simon Commission and the Central Committee,
contrary to the expectation of the Congress Committee, arrived at Howrah station
on the"l2th January.	.
About 9'JO policemen were requisitioned for the occasion. The station precincts
were cleared of all trnffic. The cab road between platforms Kos. 6 and 7 was
waliel up on both sides with asbestos corrugated sheets and all exits and entrances
to the station hall were closed and guarded by the police. A portion of Grierson
Kaad, opposite platform No. 6, was barricaded with barbed wire. The Howrah
Bridge was also cleared of all traffic. Only pressmen and those present at the
platform were allowed lo pass over the bridge.
Several thousand of boyeotters took their stand at the entrance to Burrabazar Ghat
clo^e to the foot of the Calcutta end of the bridge on one side of the road with
black flags and shouted ''Simou, go back"' as each car passed. A large number of people
were kept back by the police at the crossing of the Harrison and Strand Roads
and a portion of Harrison Road and the crossing was also barricaded with barbed
%vire. Congress leaders, Messrs. J. M. Ben Gupta and Subhas Chandra Bose were
both present.
All the important street-crossings were guarded by police sergeants, constables
and armed police. Pickets were posted at regular intervals and traffic of all
descriptions was held up for over an hour.
The majority of Congress volunteers and boyeotters crowded the precincts of
Sealdah station and a large crowd assembled in the vicinity, but about 7 a.m.,
when they were told that the Commission had already arrived at Howrah, they
all went back to the office of the Bengal Congress Committee under instructions
from Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta. Fortunately no untorward incident happened and
evervthifls: was over by S a.m.
*/	*.	*•
14th January—Evidence of Mr. Hopkyns
Tbe Re-constituted Joint Fr-je Conference, with the addition of the Bengal wing,
commenced formal sittings this morning when Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, special Reforms
Officer and Mr. R. X. Gilchrist, Labour Intelligence Officer, were examined jointly.
Examined by S;r John Simon Mr. Hopkyns stated that 5 percent of non-
Moslem and 4 per cent, of Moslem male population of Bengal was enfranchised, the
percentage for both communities being 8*5, or that one male in every twelve was
enfranchised. Women had been given the vote only quite recently and the total
number of wqmon voters at present was 36,000, It was calculated that if the
franchise qualification was lowered to that on the Union Board Standard, it would
just_ double the number of voters in the province.
Sir John< Simon : Do you regard the doubling of the number of voters as
producing difficulties of a practical mechanical nature for the purpose of elections ?
Witness : The view of the Bengal Government is that it might be done. I
personally think that it would be possible to carry on elections if the franchise
were so lowered.
Sir John : If you were to reduce the qualification to the Union Board Standard
this would bring in as new voters an increased proportion of Moslems and it is
calculated that then the number of Moslem voters would be larger than the number
of Hindu voters, whereas at present the number of registered Hindu voters is larger
than the number of registered Moslem voters.
Witness : Yes. The educational qualification for Union Board is that the voter
must be a graduate or a licenciate or must hold a pleadership or muttership
certificate. The total number of Hindu male and female literate voters was two
millions and of Moslems one million. So that half the number of the total Moslem
voters were literate, while among Hindus only one-third were literate. Literacy was
generally greater in towns than in rural areas.
Sir John Simon elicited the information from Mr. Hopkyns that the average
population per seat on the Legislature in urban areas was 120,000 and in rural areas
656,000, The average number of voters per seat in urban areas was 6,022 and in rural
areas 16,423. Witness could not say definitely as to what was the size of the town
so that it could be classified as iirban, but he thought it was somewhere near a

